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Rationale: All heavy equipment must have a standard lockout/tagout (LOTO) procedure to ensure the safety 

of the employees working on or around the equipment while it is being repaired.  
 

Background: All heavy equipment breaks down at one point or another, and many times the repairs must con-

tinue into the next shift in order to get the equipment back in service.  The LOTO procedure required for dif-

ferent equipment varies depending on the complexity of the machine.  For example a short-wood harvester re-

quires more functions to be performed than an excavator prior to determining the machine is “at rest”.  

Procedures: 

Generic LOTO procedures have 

been developed for various 

pieces of equipment in use 

across our operations.  Contrac-

tors have been provided with 

the LOTO procedure templates 

relative to their equipment fleet.  

Contractors must take the ge-

neric procedures and customize 

them for their own equipment.  

This includes completing the 

contractor name, location 

(home base), equipment, and 

the attachment on the equip-

ment (including contractor’s 

machine number).  Contractors 

must then review the interven-

tions listed on the generic pro-

cedures to ensure the work in-

structions listed apply to their 

equipment; if not, they must 

modify the work instructions as 

required.  Each piece of equip-

ment on a jobsite must have a 

customized LOTO procedure 

developed, which should be 

placed in a plastic sleeve with 

the out-of-service tags, and 

stored inside the machine.  

These procedures must be 

available to the operator, and be 

produced for inspection when 

requested.  To the right is a 

sample of a LOTO procedure 

for a mechanical cut-to-length 

harvester. 


